
 

Reading List 
For Grades 5 

The Chance to Fly 
By Ali Stroker & Stacy Davidowitz 
J FIC STROKER 
 
A theater-loving girl who uses a 
wheelchair for mobility gets cast in 
one of her favorite musicals. The  

other cast members are super cool and inclu-
sive (well, most of them) — especially Malik, the 
very cute male lead. But when things go awry a 
week before opening night, will Nat be able to 
cast her fears and insecurities aside? 

 
Girl Giant and the Monkey King  
By Van Hoang 
J FIC HOANG 
 
The story follows an 11-year-girl 
named Thom Ngho with superhuman 
strength. To get rid of her ability, she 

makes a deal with the Monkey King, a legend-
ary trickster which she accidentally released 
from his 500-year sentence. 
 
Pippa Park Raises Her Game 

By Erin Yun 
J FIC YUN 
 
In this relatable story, Pippa reinvents 
herself and discovers who she really 
is on and off the basketball court. 
Readers will cheer on Korean  
American Pippa Park in this  

wonderful middle school book about friendships, 
bullying, crushes, and family.  
 

 
The Stars Beneath Our Feet 
By David Barclay Moore 
J FIC MOORE 
 
A boy tries to steer a safe path 
through the projects in Harlem in 
the wake of his brother’s death. 

This book celebrates community, creativity, and 
Legos! 
 

The Last Fifth Grade of Emerson 
Elementary 
By Laura Shovan 
J FIC SHOVAN 
 
A class of 5th graders writes poems 
during a transformative school year. 

Families change and new friendships form as 
these terrific kids grow up and move on.  
 
 
 

Reaching for the Moon: The 
Autobiography of NASA 
Mathematician 
By Katherine Johnson 
J BIO JOHNSON 
 
As a little girl, Katherine John-
son showed that she was  
amazing at math, but ability and 

opportunity did not always go hand in hand. As 
an African American girl growing up in an era of 
brutal racism and sexism, Katherine faced daily 
challenges. Despite these challenges, Katherine 
would go on to work on many of NASA’s biggest 
projects, including the Apollo 11 mission that 
landed the first men on the moon.  
 
 
 

 
The Legend of Auntie Po 
By Shing Yin Khor 
J GN KHOR 
 
Part historical fiction, part fable, and 
100 percent adventure. 13-year-old 
Mei imagines the myths of Paul Bun-

yan as starring a Chinese heroine while she 
works in a Sierra Nevada logging camp in 1885. 
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Echo Mountain 
By Lauren Wolk 
J FIC WOLK 
 
This book of historical fiction follows 
a girl named Ellie during the Great 
Depression. It is a tale of resilience, 

persistence, and friendship across 3 genera-
tions of families.  
 

Gold Rush Girl 
By Avi 
J FIC AVI 
 
Victoria longs for independence and 
adventure, and she years to accom-
pany her father as he sails west in 
search of real gold. But it is 1848, and 

Tory isn’t even allowed to go to school, much 
less travel all the way from Rhode Island to Cal-
ifornia. Determined, she stows away on a ship 
to San Francisco. Follow along with Tory on this 
vivid, absorbing historical adventure. 
 

Look Both Ways 
By Jason Reynolds 
J FIC REYNOLDS 
 
This story was going to begin like all 
the best stores. With a school bus fall-
ing from the sky. But no one saw it 

happen. They were all too busy — talking about 
boogers, stealing pocket change, skateboard-
ing, making jokes, etc. But mostly, too busy 
walking home. 
 

The One and Only Bob 
By Katherine Applegate 
J FIC APPLEGATE 
 
Bob sets out on a dangerous journey 
in search of his long-lost sister with 
the help of his two best friends, Ivan 
and Ruby. As a hurricane approaches 

and time is running out, Bob finds courage he 
never knew he had and learns the true meaning 
of friendship and family. 

Other Words for Home 
By Jasmine Warga 
J FIC WARGA 
 
Jude never thought she’d be leaving 
her beloved older brother and father 
behind, all the way across the ocean 

in Syria. But when things in her hometown start 
becoming volatile, Jude and her mother are sent 
to live in Cincinnati with relatives. This story is 
about losing and finding home and most im-
portantly, finding yourself. 
 
 
 
 

 
Becoming Muhammad Ali 
By James Patterson & Kwame Alex-
ander 
J FIC PATTERSON 
 
Before he was Muhammad Ali, he was 
a boy named Cassius Clay with strug-

gles like any other. This is his story including 
childhood friends, struggles in school, the rac-
ism he faced, and his discovery of boxing, of 
how he became the amazing Muhammad Ali. 
 
 
 
 

Race to the Sun 
By Rebecca Roanhorse 
J FIC ROANHORSE 
 
Lately, 7th grade Nizhoni has been 
able to detect monsters, like that man 
in the fancy suit who was in the 
bleachers at her basketball game. 

Turns out, he’s Mr. Charles, her dad’s new 
boss, and he’s alarmingly interested in her and 
her brother, Mac, their Navajo heritage, and the 
legend of the Hero Twins. Nizhoni knows he’s a 
threat, but her father won’t believe her.  

Count Me In 
By Varsha Bajaj 
J FIC BAJAJ 
 
One afternoon, Karina Chopra, her 
grandfather, and her friend Chris are  
attacked by a stranger because they 

are Indian-American. Karina and Chris vow not 
to let hate win and instead rally the community 
to reject racism. 

 
Winterborne Home for Vengeance 
and Valor, Book #1 
By Ally Carter 
J FIC CARTER 
 
When 11-year-old April joins a group 
of kids living at Winterborne Home, 

she doesn’t expect to be there for very long. But 
she soon learns that at the Winterborne Home, 
nothing is what it seems, no one is who they say 
they are, and nowhere is safe.  
 

Starfish 
By Lisa Fipps 
J FIC FIPPS 
 
Ever since Ellie wore a whale swim-
suit and made a big splash at her fifth 
birthday party, she’s been bullied 
about her weight. In the swimming 

pool, however, she feels safe and weightless. 
With the help of her dad, her therapist, and her 
new friend Catalina, Ellie might just find the 
courage to unapologetically be her own fabulous 
self. 
 

Premeditated Myrtle 
By Elizabeth C. Bunce 
J FIC BUNCE 
 
12-year-old Myrtle Hardcastle has a 
passion for justice and criminal 
science. When her next-door neighbor 
dies under Mysterious Circumstances, 

Myrtle seizes her change to be brilliant young 
investigator she’s always wanted to be. 


