NON-FICTION:
Pathfinders: The Journeys of 16
Extraordinary Black Souls
By Tonya Bolden
J 920.009 BOL
Learn about the lives and stories of
16 lesser-known AfricanAmericans and their contributions to American
history.
Maker Lab
By Jack Challoner
J 507.8 CHA
Learn about science in your own
home kitchen using everyday materials. Put together a school project
or simply make something incredible to share
with your friends!
Higher, Steeper, Faster: The
Daredevils Who Conquered the
Sky
By Lawrence Goldstone
J 629.13 GOL
The pioneers of early flight performed death-defying feats and broke new technological ground as they took to the skies to
thrill crowds and advance the boundaries of human innovation.
Bubonic Panic: When Plague
Invaded America
By Gail Jarrow
J 614.573 JAR
It’s the true story of America's first
plague epidemic – the public health
doctors who desperately fought to end it, the
political leaders who tried to keep it hidden, and
the brave scientists who uncovered the plague's
secrets.

The Way Things Work Now
By David Macaulay
J 600 MAC
Text and numerous detailed illustrations introduce and explain the scientific principles and workings of
hundreds of machines.
Sea Otter Heroes: The
Predators That Saved an
Ecosystem
By Patricia Newman
J 599.769 NEW

Reading List
For Grades 5-6

Marine biologist Brent Hughes discovered a surprising connection between sea otters and sea
grass at an estuary in northern California. Follow
science in action as Hughes conducts the research that led to this major discovery.
Undefeated: Jim Thorpe and the
Carlisle Indian School Football
Team
By Steve Sheinkin
J 796.332 SHE
A great American sport and Native
American history come together in this true story
of how Jim Thorpe and Pop Warner created the
legendary Carlisle Indians football team.
Some Writer!: The Story of E.B.
White
By Melissa Sweet
J BIO WHITE
Budding young writers will be fascinated and inspired by the journalist,
New Yorker contributor, and children's book author who loved words his whole life.
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FICTION:
Booked
By Kwame Alexander
J FIC ALEXANDER
Twelve-year-old Nick loves soccer
and hates books, but soon learns the
power of words as he wrestles with
problems at home, stands up to a bully, and
tries to impress the girl of his dreams.
Lucky Broken Girl
By Ruth Behar
J FIC BEHAR
In 1960s New York, fifth-grader Ruthie, a Cuban-Jewish immigrant, must
rely on books, art, her family, and
friends in her multicultural neighborhood when
an accident puts her in a body cast.
Awkward
By Svetlana Chmakova
J GN CHMAKOVA
After shunning Jaime, the school
nerd, on her first day at a new middle
school, Penelope Torres tries to
blend in with her new friends in the art club, until the art club goes to war with the science club,
of which Jaime is a member.
The Lotterys Plus One
By Emma Donoghue
J FIC DONOGHUE
Once upon a time, two couples won
the lottery and bought a big house
where all of them could live together
in harmony—but change is inevitable, especially when a disagreeable grandfather comes to
stay.

Braced
By Alyson Gerber
J FIC GERBER
When twelve-year-old Rachel learns
that her scoliosis has worsened and
she will need to wear a back brace to
keep her spine straight, she is devastated, but
her mother is determined to spare her the spinal
fusion surgery that she herself had as a teenager.
The Inquisitor’s Tale
By Adam Gidwitz
J FIC GIDWITZ
Crossing paths at an inn, thirteenthcentury travelers impart the tales of a
monastery oblate, a Jewish refugee,
and a psychic peasant girl with a loyal greyhound, the three of whom join forces on a chase
through France to escape persecution.
The Nameless City
By Faith Erin Hicks
J GN HICKS
Every time it is invaded the City gets
a new name, but to the natives it is
the Nameless City. Now the fate of
the City rests in the hands of Rat, a native, and
Kaidu, one of the Dao, the latest occupiers.
Compass South
By Hope Larson; illus. by Rebecca
Mock
J GN LARSON
After escaping the Black Hook Gang
in 1860 New York City, twelve-yearold twins Alexander and Cleopatra flee to New
Orleans, become separated, and try to find each
other in San Francisco, while being followed by
pirates who think they hold the key to treasure.

Word of Mouse
By James Patterson and Chris Grabenstein
J FIC PATTERSON
The illuminating journey of a very
special mouse, and the unexpected
friendships he makes along the way.
Pax
By Sara Pennypacker; illus. by Jon
Klassen
J FIC PENNYPACKER
Pax and Peter have been inseparable
ever since Peter rescued him as a kit.
But one day, they are forcibly separated by the
war. Peter strikes out on his own to reunite with
his fox. Meanwhile Pax, steadfastly waiting for
his boy, embarks on adventures and discoveries
of his own.
The Marvels
By Brian Selznick
J FIC SELZNICK
In 1766, a boy, Billy Marvel, is shipwrecked and rescued and goes on to
found a brilliant family of actors that
flourishes in London until 1900—and nearly a
century later, Joseph Jervis, runs away from
home, seeking refuge with his uncle in London,
and is captivated by the Marvel house, with its
portraits and ghostly presences.
Murder is Bad Manners
By Robin Stevens
J FIC STEVENS
At an English boarding school in the
1930s, crime-solving friends Hazel
Wong and Daisy Wells struggle to find
an exciting mystery to investigate until Hazel
discovers the dead body of Miss Bell, the science teacher.

