
 

Middle Grade 
Reads 

NON-FICTION: 
Race to the Bottom of the Earth  
By Rebecca E.F. Barone 
J 919.89 BAR 
 
Equal parts adventure and STEM, this 
book chronicles 2 treacherous, 
groundbreaking expeditions (in 1910 

and 2018) to the South Pole and includes eye-
catching photos of the Antarctic landscape.  

 
Legacy: Women Poets of the Har-
lem Renaissance 
By Nikki Grimes 
J 811.54 GRI 
 
This collection of poetry celebrates 
and introduces readers to the work 

of gifted, prolific, women poets of the Harlem 
Renaissance, who are little known, compared to 
their male counterparts.  
 

The Outdoor Scientist: The Wonder 
of Observing the Natural World 
By Temple Grandin, PhD. 
J 508 GRA 
 
In this book, Dr. Temple Grandin, an 
inventor and world-renowned scien-

tist, introduces readers to geologists, astrophysi-
cists, oceanographers, and many other scien-
tists who unlock the wonders of the natural 
world. This is a perfect read for budding scien-
tists, inventors, and creators!  
 
 

Star Child: A Biographical Constel-
lation of Octavia Estelle Butler 
By Ibi Zoboi 
NEW J BIO BUTLER 
 
Learn about the young life of the vi-
sionary storyteller Octavia E. Butler! 

Butler experienced an American childhood that 
shaped her into the groundbreaking science-
fiction storyteller whose books continue to chal-
lenge and delight to this day.  

GRAPHIC NOVEL: 
Chef Yasmina and the Potato Panic 
By Wauter Mannaert 
J GN MANNAERT 
 
In this silly, action-packed graphic 
novel, a young chef must protect her 
town from an onslaught of scientifical-
ly enhanced, highly addictive pota-

toes! After just one bite of these potatoes, her 
neighbors slobber, chase cats, and howl at the 
moon! 

 
Power Up 
By Sam Nisson 
J GN NISSON 
 
Miles and Rhys know each other only 
as Gryphon and Backslash, and in the 
video game Mecha Melee they’re an 

unstoppable team. They’re the best friends 
they’ve got, online or in the real world, and they 
don’t even realize they go to the same middle 
school. But real-life wrongdoing blasts their duo 
into a crater the size of Arcticon. With life online 
and off a complete mess and BattleCon—and 
the Every Game Ever tournament—just weeks 
away, can the boys play their way back to each 
other?  

 
Turtle in Paradise 
By Jennifer L. Holm 
J GN HOLM 
 
In 1935, 11-year-old Turtle is smart 
and tough and has seen enough of 
the world not to expect a Hollywood 

ending. There are no jobs and no money. When 
Turtle’s mom gets a job housekeeping for a lady 
who doesn’t like kids, Turtle says goodbye and 
heads off to Key West, Florida to live with rela-
tives she’s never met. Florida’s like nothing Tur-
tle’s ever seen before. And before she knows it, 
Turtle finds herself coming out of her shell. 
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FICTION: 
The Bridge Home 
By Padma Venkatraman 
J FIC VENKATRAMAN 
 
Life is harsh in Chennai’s teeming 
streets, but four determined homeless 
children find family and friendship in 

each other. While making a living scavenging 
the city’s trash heaps, the kids find plenty to 
laugh about and take pride in too. When illness 
strikes, the kids must decide whether to risk 
seeking help from strangers or to keep holding 
on to their fragile, hard-fought freedom. 

 
Just Like That 
By Gary D. Schmidt 
J FIC SCHMIDT 
 
This novel follows Meryl, who goes 
off to St. Elene’s Preparatory Acade-
my for Girls, where she struggles to 

navigate the boarding school’s traditions and 
social structure and Matt who has wound up on 
the Maine coast near St. Elene’s with a pillow-
case full of money lifted from the leader of a 
criminal gang.  

 
365 Days to Alaska 
By Cathy Carr 
J FIC CARR 
11-year-old Rigel loves her life in 
Alaska. But then her parents divorce, 
and Rigel and her sisters have to 
move with their mom to the Connecti-

cut suburbs, and she hates it. Surviving feels 
impossible, until she befriends a crow living be-
hind her school.  
 

Alone 
By Megan E. Freeman 
J FIC FREEMAN 
 
12-year-old Maddie is left behind in a 
town that has been mysteriously 
evacuated and abandoned. How will 
she survive this scary experience? 

Ancestor Approved: Intertribal  
Stories for Kids 
By Cynthia Leiticih Smith 
J FIC ANCESTOR 
 
Native families from Nations across 
the continent gather at the Dance for 

Mother Earth Powwow in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
In a high school gym full of color and song, peo-
ple dance, sell beadwork and books, and cele-
brate friendship and heritage.  

 
Golden Gate (City Spies Book #2) 
By James Ponti 
J FIC PONTI 
 
The City Spies are gearing up for their 
next mission. 14-year-old surfer and 
rebel Sydney is excited to learn that 

she’ll be going undercover on a marine research 
vessel, but things don’t go exactly as planned.  

 
Across the Pond 
By Joy McCullough 
J FIC MCCULLOUGH 
 
Callie can’t wait for her new life to 
start. After a major friendship breakup 
in San Diego, she moves overseas to 

Scotland to live in a castle. This is the perfect 
chance to reinvent herself. But things really 
aren’t the way she expected them to be. Will 
she ever be able to find her flock and make this 
strange new place feel like home? 

 
Breathing Underwater 
By Sarah Allen 
J FIC ALLEN 
 
Olivia and Ruth are headed back to 
California, where they had buried a 
time capsule on their favorite beach. 

Ruth’s depression has been getting worse, so 
Olivia has created a plan to help her remember 
how life used to be. But what if things can never 
go back to how they used to be? What if they 
never find the treasure they’re seeking? 

A Thousand Minutes to Sunlight  
By Jen White 
J FIC WHITE 
 
Cora is a girl struggling with anxiety, 
family secrets, and the meaning of 
friendship. Then, her absentee uncle, 

whose sudden presence in the middle of the 
night makes her parents nervous and secretive. 
As dawn breaks, Cora must piece together her 
family and herself, one minute at a time. 

 
Pony 
By Pony Palacio 
NEW J FIC PALACIO 
 
12-year-old Silas is awoken in the 
dead of night by three menacing 
horsemen who take his father away. 

Silas is left shaken, scared, and alone, except 
for the presence of his companion, Mitten-
wool ...who happens to be a ghost. When a po-
ny shows up at his door, Silas makes the coura-
geous decision to leave his home and embark 
on a perilous journey to find his father.  
 

Glitter Gets Everywhere 
By Yvette Clark 
J FIC CLARK 
After Kitty’s mother dies, all Kitty 
wants is for her life to go back to 
“normal”—whatever that will mean 
without her mum. Instead, her dad an-

nounces that he, Kitty, and her sister are moving 
from their home in London to New York City. As 
she adjusts to life there and befriends a blue-
haired boy,  she starts to wonder if her memo-
ries of her mum don’t need to stay in one 
place—if there’s a way for them to be with Kitty 
every day, everywhere. 

Grasping Mysteries: Girls Who 
Loved Math 
By Jeannine Atkins 
J FIC ATKINS 
Told in vibrant poems, this novel cele-
brates 7 remarkable women in math 
and science. 


